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Imagine living 
in a world in 

which reducing 
waste and 

reusing 
materials are 

the norm









Reusable Solutions 
• How can governments implement 

the EU single-use plastics Directive 
at national level to drive down 
single-use and increase reusables

• Focused on cups, food containers, 
beverage containers, cutlery and 
plates, but applicable for most 
packaging

• Look at benefits of reuse systems, 
conditions for effective reuse, best 
practice examples, and policy 
recommendations 



“There are no sustainable 
materials, there are only 
sustainable systems”
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Some examples of 
effective reusable 

systems



Recup
Deposit Return Systems
(DRS) of reusable cups 
for take-away coffees in 
Germany

• DRS with more than 
2,700 partner suppliers 
in more than 450 cities.

• Consumers pay a €1 
deposit for a reusable 
cup available in three 
sizes: 200ml, 300ml or 
400ml. 

• Consumers collect 
deposit on return of 
cups for washing to 
partner vendors, which 
are comprehensively 
listed on an app or 
through the website.



‘Tiffin’ Boxes

• “Tiffin boxes” first started being 
used in Mumbai, India - which 
delivers 200,000 meals in DRS 
of reusable stainless-steel tiffin 
tins each day. It has now 
expanded to the UK and 
Belgium.

• In the UK, Dabbadrop is a 
‘delivery’ DRS service in London. 
Customers pay a subscription 
fee depending on how many 
meals are purchased per 
month, plus an initial €17 
deposit for the Tiffin box 
container. Set menu meals are 
delivered, and the empty tiffin 
box collected, washed and 
reused.

• In Belgium, there are more than 
1,000 members using “Tiffin”, 
saving 1.5 tonnes of food 
packaging waste per year and 
€20,000 in the purchase of 
disposable containers

Deposit Return Systems
(DRS) of food containers 
for meals in India, United 
Kingdom and Belgium



ReCircle
Deposit Return System 
(DRS) for take-away food 
containers in Germany 
and Switzerland

• ‘On-the-go’ DRS with over 
800 partner restaurants 
in Switzerland and 27 in 
Germany and over 70,000 
reusable containers in 
circulation.

• Restaurants pay €135 
annual subscription, with 
20 containers included.

• Customers identify 
participating restaurants 
on the ReCircle website 
map, and pay a deposit of 
€9 for a container (€10 in 
Germany). 

• The deposit is refunded 
when returned to the 
restaurant and washed 
on site ready for reuse 



‘LessMess’

• Trialled a third-party 
DRS in the UK, providing 
reusable plates and 
cutlery at one-off events 
and festivals.

• Reusable plates are 
rented to all caterers at 
the event. People pay a 
deposit for the 
plate/cutlery when 
buying their meal, and 
they are refunded when 
they return them to a 
centralised washing 
facility on-site.

• Once clean, the facility 
returns plates to the 
caterers for reuse.

Deposit Return Systems
(DRS) of reusable plates 
and cutlery at events and 
festivals in the UK.



Deposit return 
systems (DRS) 
for bottles in 
Germany 

• Reusable bottles are made 
of glass or PET, ranging in 
size from 200 ml - 1.5ltr.

• The deposit on reusable 
bottles is usually €0.08 or 
€0.15.

• 99% of bottles are returned 
by consumers, via machines 
or in stores, who are 
refunded their deposit. 
Glass bottles are cleaned 
and refilled up to 50 times; 
PET bottles around 20 times 
on average.

• Most bottles are 
standardised size, meaning 
they can be used and 
returned by multiple 
participants.



Main policy recommendations 

• Ensure that banned single-use plastic items are 
not replaced by other single-use materials (and 
ideally ban other items)

• Prohibit the use of single-use plastics in 
specific places and events, for example when 
consumption is taken inside the establishment 
(restaurants and cafes) and at public events 
(from school parties to festivals)

• Establish a mandatory target at the national 
level to reduce the consumption of cups for 
beverages and food containers by 50% by 2025 
and by 80% in 2030, with reference to the 
situation in 2022

• Implement Deposit Return Systems (DRS) 
for items other than beverage bottles and 
fore refill systems - beyond recycling (such 
as the examples seen)

• Introduce economic incentives / 
disincentives - eg: fees (visible on payment) 
when purchasing single-use items and 
discount for reusable items

• Implementation of Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR) schemes with 
modulation of fees according to the 
environmental impact of the product 
(eco-modulation of fees)

• Inclusion in the public procurement rules of 
the prohibition on the use of single-use 
items, as well as targets and incentives for 
reusable items



Thank you!

Larissa Copello de Souza - Campaigner at Zero Waste Europe


