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Objectives:

✓ To promote Sustainable Development within the realm of the Greek business
environment.

✓ To contribute to the ongoing dialogue regarding critical issues of Sustainable
Development amongst enterprises, the state and society, in general.

➢ Circular Economy

➢ Climate Change

➢ Biodiversity

➢ Environmental legislation

➢ U.N. Sustainable Development Goals

Priority Areas:

SEV Business Council for Sustainable Development



The Climate Challenge  
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Source: A clean planet for all vision

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52018DC0773&from=EN


EU leads the mitigation effort  
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https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/ets_en

Joined Paris agreement

April 2016

June 2017

Council reaffirms EU 

commitment to Paris 

Agreement

Parliament asks Commission 

"to prepare by COP24 a mid-

century zero emissions 

strategy for the EU“

October 2017 

March 2018

Council invites Commission 

to present a proposal for 

long term GHG reduction 

by Q1 2019 

Commission presents to 

Parliament and Council the 

“Clean Planet for all” vision

November 2018 

Sept 2019  

“European green deal”: a political 

guideline for at least -50% GHG 

reduction by 2030 (instead of 40%) 



European Green Deal
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Commitments 
• Extend ETS to cover the maritime sector and reduce 

the free allowances allocated to airlines

• Introduce a Carbon Border Tax

• Plan for a future-ready economy, a new industrial 

strategy.

• Become a world leader in circular economy and 

clean technologies 

• Support the people and regions most affected through a 

new Just Transition Fund

• Green financing and a Sustainable Europe 

Investment Plan

• Present a Biodiversity Strategy for 2030

• New “Farm to Fork Strategy” on sustainable food

• Preservation of rural areas and invest in their future

• Move towards a zero-pollution ambition

• Lead on the issue of single-use plastics

More ambitious targets for 2030

Increase the European Union’s target towards 55% in a responsible way.



Business Contribution to CO2 reduction 
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Renewable Energy Capacity in GreeceCHG Emissions of EU Industry 1990-2015

Industry CO2 reduction 37% 

v. EU total reduction of 24%

Greece RES consumption 

already meets 2020 target



Supporting the European ambition for Carbon Neutrality
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What needs to be done?

1. Recognition of different conditions and starting points for EU member states. Boost European

coordination for cost-effective policy implementation.

2. Development and deployment of innovative technologies to support the decarbonization of value

chains in Europe in a cost-effective way. Unleash investments through a comprehensive industrial

strategy.

3. Large-scale availability of affordable, low-carbon energy. Design an integrated value chain approach

for energy supply.

4. Adaptation of consumer behavior and public acceptance for the low-carbon energy transition.

Engage actively with citizens to gain societal acceptance.

5. Convergence of global climate ambitions, updating the Nationally Determined Contributions and

developing common carbon market mechanisms. Add safeguards depending on international actions to

keep industrial production in Europe by preventing carbon and investment leakage.



Greek Climate Change Strategy & Priorities For Business
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Energy Key priorities for Business

➢ 100% lignite free energy mix by 2028

➢ Renewables @ 35% of the energy mix by 

2030

➢ Energy efficiency @ 33% by 2030 

• Security and cost competitiveness of 

electricity supply

• Accelerate licensing of renewables

• Incentives for energy efficiency 

improvement in buildings
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Circular Economy Key priorities for Business

➢ Increase municipal waste recycling rate to 

30%

➢ Ban Single Use Plastics by 06.2020

• Update national waste management strategy 

and implement regional waste management 

plans

• Introduce landfill tax

• Utilise Public-Private Partnerships to 

accelerate investments

• Implement waste sorting at source

• Incentives to consumers for recycling

• Incentives for funding circular investments 

• Green public procurement

• Specifications for circularity in raw materials

Greek Climate Change Strategy & Priorities For Business (cont.)
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Other issues Key priorities for Business

➢ Carbon leakage

➢ Climate change adaptation

• Support global CO2 pricing

• Address the high vulnerability of Greece to 

direct and indirect CO2 leakage in any new 

EU wide carbon pricing mechanism

• Plan on the basis that future climate 

conditions will be different from the past and 

present

• Think along climate zones

• Design with flexibility and resilience in mind

Greek Climate Change Strategy & Priorities For Business (cont.)
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